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The 23rd May was a perfect sunny day for racing 
and spending time with like minded people. It 
was a day which the North West Centre has 
been preparing for since last season. This was the 
date of a race meeting run by us at Oulton Park 
when we celebrated the fact that 2009 is the 25th 
anniversary of our sports saloon championship. 
	 Much effort was put into finding drivers, officials 
and marshals from those twenty five years and 
their enthusiasm to attend is testament to the 
popularity of the championship. Two members 
of the committee have been with the centre 
for the full term; John Leck is our championship 
coordinator and race secretary and has carried 
out one or other of those roles for 25 years and 
Jeffrey Haworth, our membership secretary now 
also runs the children’s photo competition. 
	 It was perhaps not a particularly good idea for 
us to run the meeting and celebrate as everyone 
was busy for most of the day. This meant that 
committee members did not get much time 
to spend in the paddock meeting and greeting. 
However, the people make the event and it was 
apparent that those who came had enormous 
pleasure catching up with others who have 
not been seen for many years. A very pleasant 
lunch buffet and hospitality suite was provided by 
Oulton Park. 
	 We were very pleased to see two previous 
Centre chairmen Ken Mitchell and Dave Blundell 
and many of the overall champions. We were also 
able to find a good number of the winning cars, 
which were able to attend and be displayed in the 
paddock and take part in parade laps at lunchtime 
along with a number of other interesting cars 
from the period.
	 It is exciting to report that although this 
anniversary has coincided with a time of 
economic gloom, the sports saloon championship 
is breaking all our records in terms of registrations 
and grid sizes to the extent that to accommodate 
all the entries at Oulton Park we were able to 
split the field and run two races. Contrary to 
expectations, this increase in registrations is 
not as a result of drivers down sizing as most 
new entries are from drivers who are changing 
disciplines or racing for the first time. We are also 
one of the few championships which still caters 
for specials and there are still people out there 
who wish to create their own version of a well 
known production car or even start from scratch 
with chassis design. Roll on the next 25 years!
As I said, we were running the meeting so there 
was also quite a bit of racing going on including a 
round of our championship!
	 The first race was for classes A, B, D and E 
which is the larger capacity engine sizes. Speaking 
of which, our current sponsor Ric Wood, 
owner of Performance N Economy Chip Tuning 
won the race in his DTM Astra. Sounds simple 
but the event was far from that. In qualifying, 
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2006 Champion Rob Pritchard took pole in his 
Caterham Vauxhall but bent the chassis after 
losing it at Knickerbrook so Adam Morgan and 
Paul Sheard shared the front of the grid with Ric 
in their Ginetta G50s. 
	 2005 Champion Ian Hall was a non starter 
with engine problems in his V8 Darrian. 2007 
& 08 champion Paul Dobson put his Mazda on 
row 3 but stuck it in the gravel at Druids with 
no brakes in the race. 2004 champion Duncan 
Aukland’s trusty Rover 3500SE headed row 3.
	 As I said, Ric Wood won the race but elected 
to start at the back of the grid as his car is used to 
rolling starts. When the lights went out, several 
of the more nimble cars shot past the front rows 
and and battle commenced. Ric took the lead on 
lap seven and was followed eventually by Paul 
Sheard and Peter Davies in his Caterham R400. 
Other than that there was plenty of sparring and 
place swapping throughout the field creating a 
very entertaining race.
	 In the second grid which joined the MaX5 grid, 
Chris Maries’ MK Indy took pole from Robert 
Spencer’s Locosaki. Chris Allanson did one of his 
blinding starts in his Z Car Mini and built a big 
lead on the opening lap of the race, after Maries 
hit Spencer hard in the rear and put himself out 
of the race. Spencer recovered in second and 
hauled in Allanson before taking the lead on 
lap six. This became the result of the race with 
Robbie Birrell’s Caterham 7 third.
	 When the racing was over our current 
Chairman Ray Sumner invited our previous 
chairmen to award the trophies to the drivers 
before cutting a large celebration cake which was 
shared by all.
	 Our sincere thanks go to all who attended and 
made some considerable effort to bring their 
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cars; it really made the day. It has been suggested 
by many that after all the time and planning spent 
in tracking people down, this should be an annual 
event, particularly as some people were keen but 
unable to attend!

Every year is some kind of anniversary from now on.

Peter Gorrie (NW Centre Secretary)

Our first Harewood Double Header weekend 
of the year proved to be quite a hectic affair. 
On the agenda for the May9th -10th weekend 
was a Harewood Open Championship round 
on the Saturday followed by a full blown round 
of the MSA British Championship on Sunday. As 
if this wasn’t enough for the ever busy BARC 
Yorkshire Centre team the first of our two day 
Festival Days  strategically coincided with the 
two meetings.
The Festival Days are part of a new initiative 
being developed by the Harewood Marketing 
team to promote Speed Hillclimbing to a wider 
audience.  A major publicity campaign through 
all local media including a 35,000 leaflet mailing 
shows the team really mean business.

Saturday 9th May 2009 
Harewood Open
Reporter: Richard Vaughan
The windy and (occasionally showery) weather took it’s toll on times on 
Saturday’s Open Meeting Round as even the usual top runners were some 
way off  record pace.
	 FTD went to James Blackmore in his OMS with a time of 53.93 closely 
followed by late entrant Peter Hamilton in second and John Chacksfield 
bringing up 3rd spot in another of the OMS Racing Harewood Speed 
Hillclimb Championship sponsor’s creations. 
	 There was a fair bit of variety in the classes with a well attended  19 entry 
Ferrari Owners Club Championship round in class 10 providing splendid 
super car action. Whilst in a more classic vein an interesting gaggle of Triumph 
Sport cars from the TR Register fought it out for honours in Class 16.  Chris 
Butler took the Ferrari spoils in his stunning F355 GTB with a time of 66.94. 
The TR’s were topped out by David Hardcastle’s 4.6 litre TR7 shared drive 
with Simon Allaby with a best of  69.20.
	 Adding to the even more variety to the day was 16 year old Joe Shrimpton 
from Keighley in his Rage Buggy! Joe normally competes in the National 
Rallycross Championship in a class for these diminutive machines, but a trip 
to Pembrey was cancelled so Joe and his ever supportive dad (and sponsor) 
brought the powerful little buggy to the hills for a try out.
Running in the unto 1100cc class for Racing Cars meant the gravel tyre shod 
mini bullet never quite got to grips with this slick shod class, but proved of 
great entertainment for spectators.
Another interesting and unusual entry came from Bingley’s John Hamilton in 
his “works lookalike” Fiat Cinquecento. John acquitted himself well in class1 
finishing the day in second place.

Saturday 10th May 2009 
MSA British Championship
Reporter: Leanne Fahy
Harewood Hillclimb’s round of the MSA Championship Meeting was 
dominated by Roger Moran and Martin Groves, with the duo taking one win 
apiece, on a day that saw mixed times due to unpredictable weather. After 
faster runs during the morning practice sessions, the afternoon timed sessions 
were seeing some very different times. The rain that had been threatening all 
morning finally showed towards lunch time, and soon set in for the remainder 
of the day, affecting the times of everyone. Those that had the early runs in 
the first Top 12 Run Off proved to be the luckiest, as the rain began to poor 
part way through the session. 
	 Roger Moran took the fastest time of the day with a storming 54.09 during 
his second timed run of the day, in his 3.5 litre Gould race car. The similar 
machine piloted by Martin Groves set the second fastest time of the day, with 
a 54.72. Paul Haimes put in the third fastest time of the day with a 55.24, also 
giving him the fastest time in Class K. The results of the two Top 12 Run Off 
sessions left Groves eight points clear at the top of the leader board with 66 
points, to Scott Moran’s 58 points. Chris Merrick, in his 4 litre Gould single-
seater, was left holding the third spot in the championship standings with 46 
points. 
	J ames Blackmore, in his 1.6 litre OMS, finished off with the second fastest 
time in the up to 1600cc race car class, setting a time of 62.34, one second 
off of his record. In Class 26 it was Dale Cordingley who came out ahead 
of daughter Sarah, in their shared Radical Prosport car, and Graham Smith, 
setting a time of 62.15. Clio Cup racer Daniel Lloyd, having a one off attempt 
at Hillclimbing, set the third fastest time in his class, with a 72.41, after rain 
had marred his earlier pace.

	 The Festival Days offer members of the public 
a “family day out” with attractions and displays 
to entertain the Mums and kids while Dad takes 
in some serious motorsport! Amongst the 
attractions at this first Festival were National 
Clio Cup contender Daniel Lloyd, who brought 
along his race car to display. Daniel also took 
the opportunity to try his hand at ‘ climbing in 
a Lotus Elise kindly loaned by Chris Brooks. He 
finished a very competitive third in class having 
never even seen the hill before! 
	 The Festival events are also an opportunity 
for our sponsors to take advantage of some 
extra exposure for their products and services. 
I’m pleased to report that most attended with 
displays and reported favourably on the day. 

A line up of champions. L to R: Ian Hall, Tony Sugden, Garry Wilson, Iain Gorrie, Chris Griffiths, Chris Maries, Ron Harper, Duncan Aukland.

There was a race and Ric Wood won it!

Ray Sumner cuts the cake
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