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can the season really be nearly over? We have 
started to plan some social events for the festive 
season, which makes it seem much closer than it is.
However, the main news of the moment is that 
our Performance N Economy Sports Saloon 
championship ran its last two rounds at Oulton 
Park on 26th September on the full Grand Prix 
circuit and we have a new champion. ric Wood 
brought the curtain down on this championship 
with two comfortable wins in his DtM Opel, 
but although red flags brought prematurely halts 
to both races, robert Spencer’s two class wins 
crowned him 2009 champion.
 A double header meeting always throws up the 
unexpected with some people breaking down and 
others suffering incidents on the track. those who 
come through stacking up the finishes and good 
class results can sneak up unexpectedly at the last 
minute.
 What a meeting it was! two weeks before we 
had enough entries to fill the 34 car grid plus 15 
reserves and more trying to enter. Unfortunately 
there was no room on the schedule to split the 
grid and run an extra two races. In the end six 
reserves did get to race but there were still a few 
disappointed drivers.
 It was to be a crucial qualifying session for Paul 
Dobson and his Mazda rX7 if he was to remain 
in the hunt for overall championship honours. 
Playing his Joker for the penultimate race of the 
season doubled any points earned, so he needed 
to capitalise on the opportunity to chase down 
leader Spencer’s Locosaki.
 “the class win is pretty straight forward” 
admitted Dobson, “but I’m going all out for the 
championship win. there’s nearly 20 points 
between me and rob but he has scores to drop 
and he’s already played his joker.” Starting race one 
in 8th place did not make it the easiest of quests. 
Spencer lined up third and first in his class.
 Our sponsor ric Wood was on pole in his DtM 
Opel followed by the chalmers son and father in 
their caterhams, with championship leader robert 
Spencer in fourth place. At the lights, ric was 
swallowed up in seconds by a third of the grid, his 
Opel being designed for rolling starts. It did not take 
him long to recover the situation and was in the 
lead after a couple of laps.
 Unfortunately Alistair chalmers only lasted two 
laps when his clutch disintegrated. Along with 
Paul Dobson he was one of the two drivers who 
could offer a challenge to the championship leader. 
At the end of race 1 robert brought his Locasaki 
home in second place which consolidated his 
lead as Paul was fifth in his Mazda rX7. Ex Kit car 
champion Steve Owen impressed in his debut in 
the championship, coming home in fourth place 
with his Westfield.
 there were many good battles down the field 
of course which all deserve a mention with drivers 
fighting for class positions. 

North West centre report
 Sad to report, the race couldn’t run the full 
distance when the red flags were displayed during 
the eighth lap. An unfortunate chris Maries being 
the victim, his MK Indy busa rr landed upside 
down at Knickerbrook after barrel rolling out of 
fourth place. “He was coming up to lap me on my 
right side” explained his brother Dave “and then 
another car suddenly appeared on his right – so 
he was in the middle of us. He just clipped my 
right rear which sent him up and over.” chris was 
taken to hospital with a broken left forearm and a 
punctured lung from a broken rib. On the day of 
writing he has just returned home for some serious 
convalescence. rumour has it that the nurses could 
not put up with him any longer!
 At the end there were one or two drop outs 
which allowed reserves into the second race.
 there were no real surprises for the second 
qualifying session of the day; ric was on pole again, 
as he should, shaving over two seconds off of his 
Q1 time to record 1:46.812. Pretty dam quick!
robert Spencer once again led into Old Hall at the 
start, as Wood struggled to get away once more, but 
he was still third on the run down to the Avenue to 
cascades, before getting ahead of rob chalmers at 
Lodge to claim second. Now provisionally trailing 
the championship by just one point, Dobson 
had his third consecutive championship title in his 
sights, but his good fortune was to last less than 
three laps, retiring with an electrical problem on his 
Mazda rX7.
 Wood had the lead by the end of the second 
lap, which left Spencer and chalmers to fight it out 
over the remaining podium positions. chalmers 
eventually found a way past into runner-up spot on 
the third tour and managed to fend off Spencer’s 
challenges to the flag.
 the top three runners settled into a race rhythm, 
with Wood pulling out an advantage of 16.8s on 
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the eighth lap. Once again though, the race was cut 
short of its intended 20 minutes + 1 lap duration 
with the red flags being deployed to stop the race 
at the start of the ninth lap. Paul Sampson had spun 
out of the race at cascades and his car was deemed 
to be in an unsafe position.
 With Dobson’s retirement and two strong 
finishes by rob Spencer, it was Spencer though 
that took overall championship crown. “I’m a bit 
disappointed with that last race coz I had to back 
off a bit – thinking of points rather than racing, but 
apart from that a perfect day” commented Spencer. 
“I didn’t expect to be champion at the start of the 
season, it’s just happened! I’ve not had a single 
problem all season – and I’ll be back for more next 
year,” he said. “the trouble is though you get spoilt 
by it really when things go right. things can only get 
worse – you can only go backwards!” he mused.
 Final results then are: robert Spencer Overall 
champion and 1st class c. Paul Dobson 2nd 
overall and 1st class D. ric Wood 3rd overall and 
1st class A. Alastair chalmers 5th overall and 1st 
class b. Dennis crompton won class E and John 
Spencer won class F.
 thanks to Peter Scherer for the use of his reports 
and to Matt Sayle for his photos. Special thanks go 
to all the drivers who have given us such an exciting 
season. It’s you who make the championship so 
successful and many new people are enquiring 
about next season so it looks like more of the same 
next year! 
 Look forwards now to the awards dinner dance 
on the last weekend of January when we will 
celebrate this season.
 On behalf of the NW centre, I send best wishes 
to all bArc members with the hope that your 
seasons also ended well.

Peter Gorrie (NW Centre Secretary)

SUMMER CHAMPIONSHIP 
AUGUST 30TH, 2009
the Summer championship meeting at our very 
own Harewood Hillclimb saw a familiar name 
top the time sheets. After three timed runs each, 
Harewood regular richard Spedding powered to 
top spot, with a time of 53.87 seconds, giving him 
the fastest time of the day. colin birkbeck secured 
the second fastest time, flying up the hill in 54.81 
seconds. these times also gave the duo the two 
fastest times within class J. 
 John chacksfield managed the third fastest 
time of the day, with Dave banner and George 
bleasdale following with fourth and fifth times, 
respectively. completing the top ten of fastest 
times were David Grey, Gary thomas, Iain 
Davidson, clive Lightburn and familiar face, Les 
Procter. 
 Lotus expert chris brooks managed to record 
the top time within class 7’s Modified Production 
cars category. Starting off with a first timed run in 
68.22 seconds, his times progressed from there, 
moving up to a third timed run of 66.91 seconds 
on his final attempt.   

GREENWOOD CUP 
19TH SEPTEMBER, 2009
With the final meeting of the year fast approaching, 
the penultimate round at the Yorkshire-based 
Harewood Hillclimb was soon upon us. Saturday 
19th September saw a healthy field turn out for 
the annual Greenwood cup meeting. basking in 
the early autumn sunshine, spectators saw richard 
Spedding soar to yet another Fastest time of the 
Day, with a time of 53.71 seconds, achieving the 
feat on his third timed run - just heading Morgan 
Jenkins to the top spot.
 John chacksfield rocketed to the third quickest 
time, just inches ahead of fourth placed Jason 
Mourant, while colin birkbeck completed the top 
five fastest competitors of the day. the remaining 
five spots in the ten fastest times of the day were 
filled by Harewood regular, Dave banner, Piers 
thynne, Drew Dawson, Len Amy and finally, Iain 
Davidson.
 the Greenwood cup meeting also welcomed 
another annual visit by the Ferrari Owners 
club, bringing with them some spectacular cars. 
christian Mineeff topped the times out of the 
twenty glorious Ferraris, being the only driver in 
the class to tear down the 65 second barrier, with 

a time of 65.79 seconds, which he secured on his 
second timed run. t
 the MG car club was another feature of the 
Greenwood cup meeting, with an impressive 
showing of various MG cars, from MGb Gt 
models Zr machines, and everything in between. 
A popular addition to the programme was David 
coulthard - not the F1 superstar, his namesake 
who, along with his Hillclimb outing is also an MG 
trophy regular. 
 coulthard powered to the top of the times 
in the MG cars Group 1 class, just ahead of 
another MG trophy regular, Helen Waddington. 
Meanwhile, it was John Payne and David Morrison 
who stole honours in the Group 2 & 3 class and 
Group 4 & 5 class, respectively.
 Despite a few dramas during the sessions the 
Greenwood cup was still as magnificent an event 
as ever, and a great way set-up to the final event 
of the year.

MIkE WILSON MEMORIAL TROPHY 
20TH SEPTEMBER, 2009
For Sunday’s event, and in  keeping with what 
seemed to be the theme of the season, there 
were more familiarities at the top of the timing 
sheets. Saturday’s quickest duo of Spedding and 
Jenkins gracefully traded places for Sunday, giving 
Jenkins the Fastest time of the Day, with a 53.21 
seconds.
 there was an array of well-known names just 
behind, with Jason Mourant stealing third, having 
progressed on his fourth fastest time the previous 
day, heading John chacksfield and Piers thynne. 
Not far behind, Dave banner, Sandra tomlin, 
Iain Davidson, Len Amy and George bleasdale 
recorded the remaining fastest times within the 
top ten, which they each achieved within their 
three times runs.
 With the season now completed  the 
championship scores are in, and, despite being 
provisional at the moment, richard Spedding has 
risen to the forefront of the FtD championship, 
beating a quality field including 2nd and 3rd  placed 
john chacksfield and single seater newcomer 
richard Pope. 
 David Sturdy has secured the premium spot 
in the overall Harewood championship closely 
followed in second place by his Polo G40 co-

driver richard Vale. 2008 Harewood champion, 
Karl Jackson, managed to secure third place in 
what turned out to be a close run thing with only 
3 points separating the top 3 places!

OMS HAREWOOD HILLCLIMB 
CHAMPIONSHIP 2009
the Mike Wilson meeting brings the 2009 season 
at Harewood to a close. It’s been a memorable 
year in lot’s of respects. We’ve had Festival Days 
in May and June, british championship rounds 
in May and July and of course lots of rainy days. 
the atmosphere on the hill all year has been 
great and the competition superb in spite of the 
slimmer entries - due in the main to the economic 
climate. Let’s hope that the 2010 season will see 
a turnaround when we can get back to capacity 
entries on gloriously English summer afternoons 
like those of previous years.
 Promoting and running the 2009 OMS race 
cars Harewood championship would not have 
been possible without the help and support of 
our many sponsors. Harewood stalwart Steve 
Owen stepped into the breach with support for 
the main championship from his OMS company. 
A worthy mention must also be made of all our 
other sponsors who rallied round despite what 
must have obviously been a lean year for business. 

So here goes:
K t Green of Otley; the cubicle centre, 
Dewsbury; David Auden rally car Insurance; 
Performance5 car Hire; thunder road prestige 
cars of collingham; Pure Lotus of Wetherby; Elite 
Systems (Gb) Ltd and richard Eggar Insurance.
Mention must also be made for the great food 
supplied all year by the crusty Pie company 
and fantastic photos taken in all weathers by tony 
Sissons of Full Frame Photographic.

And finally we certainly could not enjoy any 
sport at all were it not for the dedicated band of 
officials, timekeepers, clerks and most especially 
the marshalls who give of their time so freely so 
the rest of us can have a good thrash up the hill! 
thanks to you all and see you next season.

Richard Vaughan and Leanne Fahy
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Vareity is the spice of racing

Ric Wood chases Rob Spencer
Close ‘no contact’ racing


